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127 S. Pine Ave.

Albany, NY 12208

August 30, 2010

RE:  S5711 – “Complete Streets”
The Honorable Neil D. Breslin

New York State Senate

502 Capitol 
Albany NY 12247

Dear Senator Breslin:

As a member of the Pine Hills Neighborhood Association, the New York Bicycling Coalition, and the Albany Bicycle Coalition, I urge you to get S5711B “Complete Streets” out of committee and before the Senate for passage.  The New York State Assembly has already passed the bill, thereby reflecting the strong support this long-needed initiative has with the voting public.

I understand that the Senate referred S5711B to its transportation committee on May 29, 2009.  Will you please contact the chair, Sen. Martin Malavé Dilan , and have him move the bill through committee immediately?
Passage of this bill will bring New York State up to speed with other states, cities, and countries who have already realized that safe access to public roads for all users builds strong communities, increases business, enhances road safety, produces tax revenue, reduces pollution and energy waste, and creates satisfied voters.  By requiring that all transportation improvements be based on safety, access, and mobility for all makes sense.
Cities like Albany – with an established public transport system, with 28 percent of household not having an automobile (2000 Census), and with many bicycle riders – are waiting for you and your Senate colleagues to affirm that the Complete Streets legislation makes sense and to recognize that we want it.  We, as drivers, walkers, property owners, renters, and riders already are taking the initiative at the local level with development of a Madison Avenue Traffic Calming program and support of our Albany Bicycle Master Plan – both of which will be innovative projects with a Complete Streets grounding.
Again, I urge you to exert your leadership to get S5711B before the Senate for its approval.

Sincerely,

Lorenz M. Worden

